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to occupy the highest
official religious rank within
the Shia community in
Lebanon. Naturally, this
tfransformed the identity of
the institution itself. Instead
of remaining above daily
political brawls, the Council
is now an institution that
automatically provides
religious "coverage” for the
two main Shia parties.

In this Log. Sheikh
Mchammad Ali al-Hajj
underfakes a thorough
but concise examination
of the evolution of IHSC in
the context of Lebanon's
political history. He also
explains in detail the
electoral procedures
concerning the secular

and religious bodies of the
IHSC and proposes several
reforms aimed at assuring
greater independence and
genuine representation of
the entire Shia community.

Sheikh Mohammad Ali al-
Hajj concludes with a daring
question: If the High Shia
Council is no lenger fulfilling
its mandate to impartially
represent the interests of
Shia community, oversee its
communal properties, and
monitor Shia seminaries and
mosgues, hasn't it become
an obsolete establishment?
He goes on to suggest,
“"Perhaps it's time to take
seriously the proposal of the
late Sayyed Hassan al-Amin
and dissolve this institution..."”

Sheikh Muhammad Ali al-Hajj was born in the village of Sh'hour, south Lebanon,
in 1977. He studied religious science in various Hawzat (religious seminaries).
Presently, he is performing his religious duties within the Shia communify of
Scdq qI~Bol_..lshﬁweh (north of Beirut). He is the author of several books and
specializes in comparative studies of Muslim and Christian attitudes regarding
ethical questions such as cloning, abortion and civil marriage.



This Is the High Shia Council

Nearly four decades after
the foundation of the
Islamic High Shia Council,
it is high fime to assess the
state of this institution - the
establishment of which

in 1969 by Imam Sayyed
Moussa as-Sadr marked a
symbolic turning point in
terms of Shia integration into
the Lebanese system.

After the mysterious
"disappearance” of its
founding figure in 1979
during a trip to Libya, Sheikh
Mohammad Mahdy Shams
ed-Din took in charge the
direction of the IHSC. In
spite of his authoritarian

style of management, which
attracted much criticism,
Sheikh Shams ed-Din made
an earnest effort to preserve
the autonomy of the ISHC
from the Amal movement
and nascent militant groups
that would later form
Hezbollah. Upon the death
of Sheikh Shams ed-Din in
2001, his successor, Sheikh
Abdul Amir Kabalan, was
appointed as vice president
of the Council thanks to

an agreement between
Amal and Hezbollah. This
arrangement, in effect,
rendered Sheikh Kabalan
the hostage of the political
forces which dllowed him
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iEveryone has the night to freedom of opinion
and  expression; this right Includes freedom
fo hold opimions without interference and to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any medio and regdrdiess of frontiers.»

Arlicle 1% of the Universal Declaralion of Human Righls

Haoyya Bina's Log

A pericdical dealing with matters concerming the
res publica, temporarily published as a log or other.



