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BANQUE LIBANO-FRANCAISE

Siege Social : Rue Riad El-Solh

Direction Générale

MAZRAA : Imm. Tarraf Kojok, Tél. 305188, 817100 - Telex 21078 LIFREX - 20935 LIFRAN

ACHERAFIEH: Rue Alfred Naccache, Tél. 328555, 336577 - Telex 21445 LIFRAC

BEYROUTH
Agence Sami Solh

Agence Achrafieh
Agence Accaoui
Agence Dora
Agence Géfinor

Agence Haret Hreik
Agence Mazraa

Agence Sin El-Fil
JOUNIEH

SAIDA

TRIPOLI
Agence Tell

Agence Tebbaneh
BATROUN
TYR
ZAHLE

BAR ELIAS

Agences
TELEPHONES TELEX

Boulevard Sami Solh 3B477T1/9 40112 LIFSOL

Imm. Sahlani 388771

Place Sassine 324047 /8 21445 LIFRAC
336947

Imm. Dr. Saleeby 336230

Montée Acaoui

Rond-Point Dora 590540 22776 LIFDOR
261813

Centre Géfinor 365910 22695 LIFGEF

Rue Clémenceau 360929

Centre Camelia 275802 40113 LIFHAR

Rue Verdun 313416 20935 LIFRAN

Imm. Tarraf Kojok 305188 21078 LIFREX

Rond-Point Sin El-Fil 388072

Imm. Rizeallah & Tbrahim 289205

Fue Palais de Justice 033811 21916 LIFJOU

Imm, Hoda Turk 934685

Saida Center T20822

Rue Riad El-Solh T23998

Bd. Abdel-Hamid Karamé 620180,/1 21825 LIFTIP
628059,/60

Rue de Syrie B631775/6

Route de Beyrouth 640789

Boulevard de’ Beyrouth T40243

Quartier Ste-Barbe 823077 23618 LIFZAH

Imm. Haj Chahine 823401,/618

Route de Damas 841035

Imm. El Meiss
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FEDERAL BANK

OF LEBANON

SAL

CAPITAL L.L. 10.000.000. (FULLY PAID UP.)
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1952
MEMEBER OF BANK AESSCCIATION
BANK LIST NO. 18

AND ITS EIGHT BRANCHES AT:

«PARLIAMENT SQUARE «RASBEIRUT «DORA < JBEIL
s ALEY #JOUNIEH «BHAMDOUN summerseasoni « DAMOUR

“THE BANK WITH THE PERSONAL TOUCH?”
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Revion

Achrafieh -rue de |'iIndependance

face eglise Saidé des Grecs Orthadoxes

L. mnstitur REVION met a votre disposition

madame, toules sorles de produils de beaute

% ETERNA
* ULTIMA

* [NTIMATE

ainsi que plusieurs genres de parfum. -

C VENTE EN GROS ET EN DETAIL
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Direction Générale
Beyrouth : Moussaitbeh :
Achrafieh : Rue Furn El-Hayek Tel : 303005 - 313414
Centre Ayoub Tel : 334102 - Tripoli : Tel : 628828/9
334944 - Tix : BANPOL 22411 LE 630450 TIx : CREPOL 21812 LE
BCP FX 23178 LE Bauchrieh : Tel: 266200 -
Branches : 260920 Tix : BCP BAL 22530 LE
Beyrouth : Jounieh : Tel: 932808 - 934379
Riad El Solh Teél : 250535/6/7 - 244452 Tix': BCR 22611 LE
Tix - BANPOL 20968 LE Bickfaya : Tel : 380544
Achrafieh : Teél : 334102 - 334944 Beit-Chabab : Tel : 980838
Tix - BANPOL 22411 LE Batroun :T&l - 640552 - 640218

BANQUE DU CREDIT POPULAIRE S.AL.L.
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«Carrier» est fier de vous présenter

la derniare
innovation

dans le domaine
de la climatisation

e Instalfation facile en 24h.

e 3 possibilités de pose au choix.
e S'harmonise avec tous décors.
e Economie d'énergie.

e Air chaud ou Air froid.

Différentes possibilités dinstallation

MODEL 51CS5
(SYSTEME SPLIT)

leader mondial de la technologie
du chauffage et de la climatisation

Renseignements
auprés des Distributeurs:

THE NATIONAL TRADING CORPORATION s.a.l.
NAHR, Tel. 337433 - 331301 - HAMRA, Tel. 353170 - JOUNIEH, Tel. 932964
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The front tagade of Beiteddin’s palace

organize the fighting. This deep
change in the social structure of
Lebanon occurred in the most
natural way in view of the stake of the
fighting. For, this time, the
Lebaneses wete fighting in order to
defend their life and freedom and noi
to substitute an emir for another one,

In spite of the official stand taken
by emir Bashir, the insurgents
always refused to question his
attitude. They had known him a few
years  before  dedicating  his
proverbial energy and shrewdness to
preserving the unity and existence of
his country. They could not believe
that he had abandoned them now.

In a memorandum sent to the
great prince, Druzes of the Chouf
district, whose assistance he had
requested against the insurgents,
explained that:

- they all, Christians and Druzes,
shared the same feelings
- they were not prepared to hand
over their arms to no one and refused
to serve in Ibrahim Pasha’s army.
= they would not allow egyptian
soldiers to enter their district.
- they would not fight
fellow-countrymen except
latter were fighting the emir.
At a time when all conflicts and
wars in the Near and Middle East
were motivated by  personal
ambitions and conflicts of interests,
the lebanese uprising of 1840 took
right from the beginning, and kept
until the end a definite nationalist
character

The fall of Bashir tne Great was to
have the most ill-fated conseqguences

QR ROE

they
if the

for Lebanon.

In fact, thanks to the particularly
long duration of his reign and to the
respect he commanded to all his
subjects, the great prince had
imposed himself as the undisputed
ruler of Lebanon. His fall, occurring
after the shake up caused by the
turkish egyptian war opened the
way to twenty years of anarchy and
confusion out of which Lebanon was
to emerge deeply transformed,

The end of the national regin;

A natural refuge for all opressed,
Lebanon had been so far the maost
tolerant of all countries, an asylum
country where diverse religiens and
creeds had secked and found a
shelter. Yet, manipulated and
excited by foreign propaganda,
shaken off by the departure of the
glorious emir, the Lebaneses started,
since 1841, to mingle faith with
politics and split into Christians and
Druzes. None of the two parties
would any more accept as ruler a
prince not chosen from within its
proper ranks, This feud, despite the,
alas, too short interval of union
achieved in 1843 around emir
Assaad Kaadan, resulted in the
collapse of the unity of Lebanon,

To solve a problem, which they
themselves had created, the
Ottomans divided Lebanon into two
districts, or -~caimacama-, one
christian and the other druze, but
depending both of the authority of an
ottoman pasha residing in Beirut,
thereby destroying the unity and
independence of Lebanon, and

preparing cynically the civil war
which was to ravage the country for
ecighteen long vears and would
culminate in the bloody events which
were to take place during the period
May to August 1860.

Along with the end of the national
regime, the fall of Bashir the Great
was to entail the collapse of the feudal
system in Lebanon. Feudalism,
which had patiently built uop
Lebanon under the authority of
Fakhreddin and his successors, had
lost much of its prestige to the
allmighty Bashir the Great. With the
fall of the great prince, the excited
commoners ¢puld not tolerate the
traditional powers any more. For
different, and sometimes opposite
reasons, popular leaders, foreign
powers' agents and the clergy united
in order to overthrow this institution
of the past.

The christian fendal lords
succumbed under the combined
blows of such diverse and opposed
elements as the Ottomans, the
patriarch Paul Messaad, who hated
the sheikhs of Kesruan, and popular
leaders such as Tanios Shaheen and
Youssif Karam.

As for the druze feudal lords, they
had to face an uprising of the
christian peasants of the Chouf
district, carried away by the exemple
of Tanios Shaheen in Kesruan. But
druze feudal chieftains succeeded in
transforming the movement into a
sectarian conflict, the fact which
explains, to a certain extent, the
bloady events of 1860.

These were the main consequences
of the fall and exile of emir Bashir the
Great. Those who lived at that time
might have thought that the history
of Lebanon had come to its end. Yet,
twenly years of anarchy, fed and
exploited by alien powers, could not
annihilate the lebanese entity. The
personality of Lebanon had reached
such a degree of vitality that Europe
had to intervene, in 1861, to ensure
to the country a minimum of
existence and autonomy.

Sixty more years were to elapse
before Lehanon could be
reconstituted again, in 1920, as in
independent and soverign state,
internationlly recognized within its
natural and historical frontiers.

It would take the unrelentless
efforis and unceasing sacrifices of
two more generations of patriots
before the dream of Bashir the Great
come true.



{Mehemet Ali and Ibrahim) and to
assure His Highness the greal prince,
our governor (emir Bashir) of our
tolal submission to his orders-.

This distinction between the alien
authority on the one hand, and the
national ruler on the other hand, is
worth noting and we shall revert to

it.
The insurgents launches first a

successful  attack  against  the
outskirsts of Saida, wherefrom
Soliman Pasha, Ibrahim’s

lieutenant, was preparing to move
against the Mountain,

Upon hearing the news  of the
uprising, Ibrahim Pasha sent the
rebels a message, assuring them that
he had never been intent on imposing
the egyptian rule on them. He
threatened at the same time to crush
all the rebels and to reduce their
homes to ashes.

The nationalist leaders reaction
was to convene a greal meeing in
Antelias, near Beirui, where all the
participants «Druzes, Christians,
Metwalis and Moslems-» swore, on
the altar of Saint Elias, to have one
sole voice and one sole opinion. This
oath was, above all, a rejection of the
policy of disunion and division which
had been accepted by the
government of emir Bashir.

A few days later, the insurgents
published a new proclamation
expressing their grievances and
demands and calling omn their
fellow-countrymen to fight the
invader.

Faced with the unexpected
progress of the rebellion which was
gaining ground day after day, the
position of the occupation forces was
becoming critical. Mehemet Ali
reactied vigorously and sent his
grandson, Abbas Pasha, at the head
of a reinforcement force of 12.000
men, to help the egyptian troops
already on the site to break in the
lebanese uprising. At the same time,
20.000 men, under the command of
Somiman Pasha, attacked the Choul
district, while Osman Pasha was
advancing from Syria, at the head of
12.000 men, in the direction of
Baalbeck and the Bekaa,

Against the combined and
coordinated action of the three
generals, the lebanese resistance was
in no easy position. It could not
muster enough forces to meel the
Egyptians in open field and had no
other alternative left than to

withdraw to the highlands in the
mountain, limiting its action to
squirmishes and avoiding any
pitched battle in which it would have
to face moch more numerous and
much better equiped forces.

But what seemed at first sight a
success for the Egyptians was not to
last for long. For, in the meantime,
Turkey, encouraged by the european
powers (with the exception of
France) was mustering a strong
army with a view to reconguer the
provinces it has lost to Mehemet Ali.
On July 15, the delegates of
England, Russia, Auwostria and
Prussia convened at the London
Congress and fixed the terms of the
ottoman ultimatum to Mehemet Ali:
the egyptian Khedive was to evacuate
within a delay of ten days all of
Western Asia and withdraw his
troops to Egypt.

Mehemet Ali rejected the
ultimatum and the european powers
took immediate steps against him. A
british fleet came cruising along the
lebanese coast and its commandor,
Sir Charles Napier, invited the
Lebaneses to join the allied forces,
promising to back them with men,
arms and ammunitions.

Bashir remained faithful to his ally
in his hard trial and rejected the
british offers. But the Ilebanese
insurgents, now under the lcadership
of emir Bashir Melhem, a cousin and
rival of the grat prince, met and
defeated at Wata al Jawz, in the
mountains of the district of Kesruan,
the egyptian army commanded by
Othman Pasha. Following this
victory, emir Kassem, the oldest son
of emir Bashir, joined the Allied
forces who succeded in carrying off
Ibrahim Pasha’s positions in the
district of el Metn. At the same time,
a maneuver of the insurgents
prevented the egyptian
reinforcement coming from Zahlé, in
the Bekaa, from joining with the
forces commanded vy the son of the
viceroy (battle of Calas-Meidat, on
October 10).

On the same day, following a three
day shelling, admiral Stopford
occupied Beirut. It was the end of the
egyptian domination to which emir
Bashir had tied up his prestige and
the future of his regime.

Eliminated from Lebanon, the
egyptian adventure was coming to its
end. In vain did Ibrahim Pasha
attempt to rebuild his forces. From

Damascus, he thought of launching
his best troops against Akka, which
had been occupied by the Ottomans,
backed by the british fleet. But to
reach its objective, the egyptian
army had to cross the passes of
southern Lebanon which were
already occupied by the Lebaneses,
well determined to defend their
access . Ibrahim knew it was useless
to try to force his way out. He
resorted to maneuvers and promises
in order to obtain the Lebaneses'
neutrality. When all his endeavours
failed, he gave up his project of
attacking Akka, which, had it been
successful, might have changed the
outcome of the war,

Mehemet Ali paid thus a high price
the enmity of the Lebaneses, since he
was compelled to accept and sign in
november 1840, a covenant by which
he renounced all his conquests.

;]"he 1340. uprising and

lebanese nationalism

The uprising, which lasted all in
all four and a half months, deserves a
special mention in Lebanon's
history. Compared with other wars
which occurred in Orient between
1831 and 1841, it shows that
Lebaneses had already, at that time,
a highly developed national and
patriotic feeling.

The uprising of the Lebaneses in
1840 was, as is well known, one of the
episodes of the «Orient Question»
and of the turkish egyptian war, with
which England was concerned, for it
thratened the balance of power in
Europe. Moreover, it is to be noted
that the clergy plaid an important
part in it. Interfering for the first
time in political matters, the
maronite patriarchate sided with the
insurgents. This attitude, and the
further triumph of the insurgents,
increassed graetly the prestige of
Bkerke and paved the way for iis
future political leadership over
lebanese affairs.

Further more, whilst the internal
conflicts which raged in Lebanon in
the early nincteenth century were
but feudal conflicts, the 1840
uprising was lauched by leaders
issued from the people, such as
Shantiri, Abi Samra Ghanem, Shebli
Arian and Ahmad Dagher. A five
member committee was instituted in
order to recruit militants and|>
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of vassalage toward the ottoman
sultan and to establish a mew and
independent egyptian dynasty.

Both men had a common
objective: freedom from any
vassalage toward Istambul. Both
needed a dependable ally to achieve
their respective aims. Each one was a
natural and objective ally for the
other.

In 1823, Bashir returned to

Lebanon where he was received
triumphantly. But, during this
second stay in Egypt, where

Mehemet Ali extended to him such
honours as reserved to sovereigns
only, Bashir had concluded with the
ruler of Egypt an alliance which was
going to  entail very serious
consequences for the whole of the
area.

Tn fact, Bashir promised Mehemet
Ali the military assistance of the
Lebaneses and the egyptian Khedive,
in turn, pledged himself to respect,
when the time would come, the
integrity of the lebanese territory
and its independent status.

This agreement was obvously, as
it would be later understood by
historians, of a special and even
extraordinary significance. In fact,
lebanese princes had been fighting
since three hundred years, with more
or less success, in order to resist the
will of hegemony of the ottoman
sultans; it was now the first time that
an arab country, Egypt in that case,
joined forces with them in order to
fight the Sublime Porte.

Back in Beirut, Bashir arranged
first to set aside those of his aids who
did not favour his new policy. On
october 2, 1831, Ibrahim Pasha, son
of Mehemet Ali, invaded Palestine at
the head of egyptian forces and
requested the assistance of Bashir,
who sided with him openly and
provided him with lebanese levies
who shared in the conquest and
pacification of Palestine and Syria,

In the meantime, the great
european powers, fearing the
destruction of the ottoman empire,
decided to intervene and imposed on
the belligerents he treaty of Kutayeh
(May 1833), by which Turkey
recognized Mehemet Ali's authority
on the territories he had conquered,
Mehemet Ali had achieved his
aims. The Lebaneses, who did not
deny him the military assistance he
requested from them, were entitled
to hope that the promises made to

Y ik

Emir Bashir Il the Great

Bashir in 1823 would now be
fulfilled. In fact, Mehemet Ali failed
to keep his word and committments.

Ibrahim Pasha had imposed on the
conguered territories heavy taxes,
which entailed the rebellion of
usually peaceful populations.
Lebanon, an ally country, was not
subjected, first, to such taxes.
Armed, the Lebaneses were excellent
soldiers whom it was better to have
on one's side rather than against,
Ibrahim did not disturb hem as long
as he needed them,

However, in 1833, believing that
Syria and Palestine had been pacified
once for all, he decided to put an end
to the special status of Lebanon, In
order to disarm his former allies, he
initiated a policy which, alas, was
going to be used later on by many
foreign powers: he managed to bring
disunion between Christians and
Druzes.

In agreement with emir Bashir, he
implementend the disarmamant of
the population in two stages: he took
away first the arms of one fraction of
the population, letting the other
fraction believe that it would not be
concerned by this arrangement. Yet,
a little later, the latter fraction had to
face the same fate,

However, in 1837, the Druzes of
Hawran rebelled and Ihrahim Pasha
requested the assistance of Bashir in
order to crush the rebellion.
Despairing of persuading his druze
subjects to fight their coreligionists,
Bashir called on the Christians,
Weapons were distributed to them,
which they refused later on to turn
back. Instead, they were soon to
unite again with the Druzes and to
wage a guoerrilla war against the
egyptian forces.

The national uprising of 1840

Decided to shake  the rule of
Egyptians, whom they had welcomed
as allies some ten years before and
who were now endeavouring to
behave as absolute rulers of the
country, lebanese leaders agreed to
take up arms against the opressor,
even if this were against the official
stand of their prince. A preliminary
meeting was sommoned at Deir el
Kamar, in May 1840, following
which a call to arms was sent to all
lebanese provinces.

The proclamation said, ampng
other things: «We have decided to
wage war on this deceitful power



the history of Lebanon.
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The first attempt had been made,
some two hundred years before, by
Fakhreddin Maan the Second, and
had been crushed by Istambul, when
Fakhreddin, abandoned by the allies
he thought he could depend on
among western nations, was left to
face, alone, with his limited lebanese
forces, a ten times stronger and
better equiped army sent against him
by the ottoman sultan in 1634,

Two huondred years orso had
passed eversince. Two huondred
years during which the lebanese
princes had devoted unrelentless
efforts towards restoring the
strength of an exhausted nation and
rebuilding its unity, jeopardized by
fendal interests and foreign
interferences. This had been
particularly the work of the Shehab
dynasty, allied to and successor of
the Maan princes whose progeny
became extinct in the second half of

the 17th century.
Thanks to the wise management of
Bashir the First, Haidar and

Youssef, the princes of Lebanon had
succeded, between 1634 and 1780, in
extending again their sovereignty
over Djabal Amel in the South, the
Bekaa valley and the Wadi al Taim in
the central area; they had also
extended their rule once moreto the
Akkar district in the North, thus
recuperating and integrating again
within the lebanese emirate all the

Consequence ot a nationwide uprising backed
by europcan and ottoman arms and propaganda,
this exile, the third and last one of emir Bashir the
Great, was to put an end to a long and glorious

Tragic end of a glorious reign

The dream that
did not come true

The removal and exile. in October 1840, of
emir Bashir Shehab the Second, better known as
Bashir the Great, is one of the turning points in It

provinces which had been cut off
Lebanon following the defeat and
death of Fakhreddin in 1634.

At the same time, the lebanese
nation had regained its vitality,
developed its economy and resources
and restructured its forces. It was
now again able to play an active part
on the Middle East stage and ready to
make a mnew attempt towards
transforming the autonomy it had
always enjoyed into complete
independence and full sovereignty.

Also, once again ,the long
cherished dream, which now seemed
within reach of hand, was to be
deceived owing to the betrayal of an
ally and to the conflicting interests of
the european powers competing for
zones of influence in the Near East.
Once again, Lebanon was to pay a
very high price its quest for freedom,
and was left exhausted and bleeding,
ruined and divided. Almost a
century (exactly 80 years) will be
needed before the country could
recover from the bleeding it suffered
in this venture.

Bashir and Mehemet Ali

Emir Bashir the Second was born
in 1767, in Ghazir, in the district of
Kesruan. In 1788, at the age of 21
years, he imposed himself, against
his uncle emir Youssef, as the sole

reign which lasted 52 years.

also down marked the tragic end of the
second attempt made by the lebanese people,
under the leadership of his hereditary princes, to
emancipate themselves completely from ottoman
rule, conquer their independence ans establish
their sovereignty over their land.

/

and undisputed ruler of Lebanon,
which he governed with an iron hand
for 52 years, establishing security
and strict justice for all and making
again of Lebanon a refuge country
and a land of asylum for all those
opressed in the other parts of the
ottoman empire.

It was not an easy task to impose a
rigid authority on traditionally half
independent feudal lords who, on
various occasions, seeked the
support and alliance of neighbouring
ottoman pashas in order to check the
great prince’s growing power.
Twice, he had to expatriate himself.
He left Lebanon for Egypt a first
time, by the end of 1800, to escape
the conbined. hostility of Al Djazzar,
the ottoman pasha of Akka, and of
the sons of emir Youssef. But he was
back before the end of 1801 and
reestablished himself even strongly
as the undisputed prince and ruler of
the country.

Much later, in 1822, involved in
one of those domestic wars which so
often opposed ottoman pashas, and
threatened by Bashir Djumblatt, the
most powerful of the druze feudal
lords, he left again for Egypt where
he was welcomed and treated
princely by the Khedive Mehemet Ali
who, at that time, was already
preparing himself to invade Turkey
in order to free himself from any link [::}
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Vista de la ciudad de Saida en los tiempos del emir Fakhreddin

sacraba definitivamente la
legitimidad dentro del pais. El
Libano ha gozado desde entonces, y
hasta 1843, de un verdadero estatuto
nacional que juntaba el principio de
la monarquia herditaria al regimen
electoral. A la muerte del emir sup-
remo, la asamblea general de los not-
ables elegia, de entre la dinastia gov-
ernante, Su SUCCESOT.

Volney ha podido constatar que la
constitucion del Libano era «como
una mezcla ponderade de aris-
tocracia, de monarquia y de demo-
craciax,

Por otro lado, gracias a supolitica
de resistencia a la dominacion
otomana y sus contactos con el
estranjero, Fakhreddin hizo admitir
de una manera definitiva el estatuto
libanes. Antes de la mitad del siglo
XIX, la Puerta Sublime no pondria
mas en causa las libertades libanesas.

Los emires practicaban todas las
prerrogativeas de la soberania: dere-
cho de vida o de muerte, derecho de
levantar los impuestos, man-
tenimiento de un ejercito. Con
respecto a la soberania nominal del
califa y al tributo que le abonaba
anualmente el principe del Libano,
no hay que equivocarse sobre su
alcance. Para poderlo definir hay
que recordarse que el Oriente-
-Proximo ha conservado, hasta el
siglo pasado, unas costumbres ¥ una
estructura medievales. El califa

oA

otomano era al mismo tiempo dueno
de un imperio casi tan vasto como el
de los Romanos y el jefe religioso del
Islam. Su prestigio ha permanecido
tal que Mehemet-Ali, mientras que
estaba en guerra contra el Imperio y
amenazaba Anatolia, se declaraba
«vasallo devoto del califa-, La inves-
tidura constituia una consacracion
parecida a la que obtenian anti-
guamente los reyes de Occidente de
la parte del emperador de Byzancia.

Sin ese regimen no podriamos
explicar lo gque dijo Yolney durante
un viaje que le permitio recorrer,
durante el siglo XVIII, una gran
parte del Imperio otomano. Escribe
asi, refiriendose al Libano (Obras
Completas, 11, P. 439):

«La poblacion iguala la de nues-
tras mejores provincias, Para sentir
cuan fuerte es esta proporcion obser-
varemos que el suelo es rudo. De
donde viene entonces una tal afluen-
cia de hombres en un tan pequeno
espacio? Todo analisis hecho, no
puedo encontrar mas causa que el
rayo de libertad gue brilla en el. Ahi,
contrariamente al pais turco, cada
uno goza con seguridad de su prop-
iedad y de su vida. El paisano no
tiene mas que en otra parte, pero esta
tranquilo-.

Demonos cuenta de la gran dis-
tincion que hace el viajante enire el
Libano y «el pais turco-, es decir
todos los alrededores que dominaba

entonces el Imperio otomano incon-
testablemente.

Continuidad del
nacional

regimen

La conservacion del regimen
nacional no fue gratuita. Fue una
labor dura y cotidiana que no paraba
nunca. Todo parecio derrumbarse
por vez primera en 1634 cuando, al
no recibir la ayuda prometida por el
Occidente, Fakhreddin sucumbio
bajo el peso de la cantidad y fue
llevado a Constantinopla, para ser
ejecutado un ano despues. Su hijo Ali
habia fallecido ya, luchando contra
el invasor. Asi, mientras se con-
stituia, la nacion libanesa tubo como
primeros martires cuatro
generaciones de emires: Fakhreddin
I°, Coremaz, Fakhreddin II® y Ali.
Al mismo tiempo, los Tannukh, pre-
cursores y fieles aliados de los Maan,
fueron exterminados por los
Alameddin-familia que la ambicion
colocara hasta su extincion, el sig-
losiguiente, en las lineas de los
enemigos del Libano,

Los sucesores de Fakhreddin
Magno consiguieron sobrevivir a la
tempestad y a conservar al Libano su
regimen especial. Y si los acon-
tecimientos y las disensiones internas
lo derrumbaron en 1843, fue para
menos de veinte anos.



maneras una parte de la victoria=.

Esta politica permitio a los Tan-
nukh de conservar su feude durante
varios siglos. Relatando la manera en
que los califas y sus agentes des-
tituian a los gobernadores de las pro-
vincias, Saleh Ibn Yahia Tannukh
escribe:

«He relatado estos hechos para dar
gracias a Dios de haber conservado el
feudo de nuestros antepasados,
mientiras que ocurrian tantas trans-
forlaciones en otras partes..

Antes del siglo XVIII lalegitimidad
no pertenecia teoricamente al pue-
blo. Era el resultado de un cierto
numero de circunstancias que con-
ferian una autoridad mas o menos
discutible al titular del poder: con-
secracion de la autoridad religiosa,
antiguedad, herencia. Una familia
gue 5¢ mantenia en el poder durante
algunas generaciones se convertia
tan legitima como, actualmente, una
representacion nacional elegida en
buena y debida forma.

Al mantenerse en el poder, los
Tannukh ganaban, al mismo tiempo
que la legitimidad y la herencia, una
fuerza moral considerable ante los
0jos de los soveranos estranjeros y
lejanos. Gracias a su politica sabia y
seguida y, al fin y al cabo, modesta,
los Tannukh dotaban asi al Libano
de una atoridad nacional ligitima.

Uno de ellos, el emir Izzeddin
Sadagat, que fallecio en 1444, habia,
dice el cronista Ibn Sbatt, <gober-
nado todo el pais que se extiende de
Tripoli hasia Safad vy echado de la
Bekaa a los Bani-Hamras.

Fakhreddin _II_Magnu (1590-
-1634)

En 1515, a la caida de los
Mamelucos, los (Momanos recon-
ocieron la feudalidad libanesa. El
pais habria estado listo desde ese
momento para la accion de un Fak-
hreddin, si no hubiera sido por la
serie de desgracias que ocurrieron a
los Tannukh y a los Maan. Sos-
pechosos ante los ojos de los nuevos
senores del Oriente, los primeros se
pusieron a la sombra. Sus vecinos y
parientes, los Maan, fueron primero
acogidos amicalmente por Selim (I°).
Pero en 1544, Fakhreddin(I®) moria
asesinado por agentes del pacha de
Damasco. En 1585, Corcmaz Maan
fallecia en Chéqif Tirun sitiado por
los Turcos que habian invadido la
Montana bajo pretexto de castigar

Retrato de Fakhreddin Magno por
un pintor libanes

los ladrones del tesoro imperial. La
esposa de Corcmaz, la amira Nassab
Tannukh, hizo escaparse a su joven
hijo de 13 anos, Fakhreddin. Al cual,
en 1590, Seifeddin Tannukh, her-
mano de Nassab, devolvio el feudo de
los Maan, el cual habia, mientras
tanto, regido ¥ conservado.

Herederc de los Maan v de los

Tannukh al mismo tiempo, ese gran
emir que la Historia conocera bajo el
nombre de Fakhreddin IT Magno-
trazo las fundaciones del Libano
moderno, durante sus 44 anos de
reinado, realizando la unidad ter-
ritorial libanesa y creando un Poder
central y nacional libanes. Fue una
labor diaria e incansable, una accion
militar y politica.

Parecio darse cuenta pronto de
que la independencia libanesa no
podia ser concibida sin la union a
Beirut y al Chuf, feudos de los Tan-
nukh y de los Maan, del resto del
pais, de ese conjunto de territorios
qgue hacen el equilibrio natural del
Libano. Asique se propuso de der-
ribar la feudalidad poderosa que
dominaba al norte del Libano, la de
los Assaf y de los Saifa. Se apodero
por las armas del Kesruan (1605), de
Djebeil y de Batrun (1619), de
Bcharreh (1621), de Akkar vy de
Dennieh (1623). Saida y Tyro ya le
pertenecian.

En 1623, la famosa victoria de
Anjar consolido definitivamente la
obra de Fakhreddin y le permitio de
obtener, en 1625, la investidura
sobre Tripoli.

En el cuadro de las fronteras
naturales, el merito principal de
Fakhreddin fue de eliminar el
isolamiento politico en el cual se
habian mantenido antes de su llegada
los diferentes grupos religiosos.
Druso, criado en ¢l Kesruan, se
rodeo, una vez en el poder, de col-
aboradores maronitas: su ministro
Abunader Khazen, su secretario, el
ilustre Haclani, y su emisario en
Europa, el obispo Gerios Marun (de
Ehden). En 1609 ofrece sobre sus
tierras de Mejdel Méuche un asilo
seguro al Patriarca Yuhanna
Makhluf, El Papa se lo agradece.

A partir de 1598, algunos anos
despues de su llegada, los mokad-
dams maronitas de Jage estaban, ala
cabeza de sus hombrres, a su lado en
los combates. En sus campanas mil-
itares «Drusos y gentes del Kesruan,
de Djebeil, de Batrun, de Beharreh y
de Wadi al Taim+ se unieron como
hermanos contra el enemigo comun.
Es el quien inauguro esta politica
laica y nacional, lejos de toda
preocupcion confesional, que iba a
convertirse en la norma de com-
portamiento de todos sus sucesores.
Verdadera novedad en Oriente, que
escandalizo hasta a algunos
europeos. Uno de esos ultimos llego a
la conclusion de que Fakhreddin «no
tenia otra religion que la de su
nacion, la cual no tenia ninguna-.

Hasta 1840 el Libano va a vivir
bajo el regimen de la separacion
absoluta de la politica y de la relig-
ion. Los Libaneses se van a repartir,
no segun sus confesiones respectivas,
sino segun sus intereses politicos, en
dos partidos: los Yazbakis y los
Jumblatis. La poblacion vera con
indiferencia-o no intentara ver- que
los emires supremos, lamados en
algunos firmanes «emires de los
Drusos», seran en realidad Sunnitas
con la llegada de los Chehab y se
convertiran poco a poco al cris-
tianismo (Bechir II sera maronita).

Regimen nacional - Libertad y
estabilidad

Para todos los Libaneses, ladinas-
tia que gobernaba se alzaba de esta
manera mas alla de las barreras
locales y religiosas, lo cual con-|>
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las civilizaciones antiguas y de los
conquistadores.

Libano Libanes

Pera de las tribus arabes, de los
clanes iranis y wmirditas, de los
descendientes de los cruzados, y de
los ultimos Fenicios, nuestra tierra
no ha dejado, en el plan de la raza,
mas que Libaneses. La mayor parte
de nuestro pueblo vive desde hace
siglos en este pais. La diversidad de
los ascendientes primitivos se ha
perdido, y es imposible que un
hombre de buena fe pueda diferenc-
iar a un Libanes de otro Libanes,
basandose sobre sus respectivas
antiguas razas.

Pero, de todas maneras, debemos
una mencion muy especial en nuestra
historia a los Fenicios, los sucesores
de los cuales somos, v a los Arabes,
los cuales nos han dado su idioma que
seguimos hablande.

La nacion Lihanesa en la
historia

El elemento constitutivo primor-
dial de la nacion es la historia. No hay
nacion sin historia. Veremos sue-
cesivamente:

1) La formacion y la continuidad
del Poder nacional libanes:

2) Los esfuerzos hechos por los
Libaneses para la defensa de su pat-
rimonio en el tiempo de los emires.

Con la infiltracion arabe, con
fechas imprecisas, familias de emires
vinieron a instalarse en varias
regiones del Libano: los Chehab en el
Wadi al Taim, los Maan en Deir-
-el-Kamar y en Beirut, los Tannukh
{Tannuj) en Beirut y en la zona oeste
del Chuf llamada Al-Gharb. Otros
fendales, algunos tambien arabes,
los otros kordes (Saifa) o bien
arameos cristianos (los mokaddams
en el norte y en Kesruan) se repartian
«| Libano donde podian vivir relati-
vament protegidos del despotismo de
los Seldjucidos o de los Mamelucos,

Primeras luchas comunes.- Con-
tra estos ultimos, los elementos
todavia esparcidos no tardaron en
unirse para defender el refugio que
los abrigaba. Desde 1295, osca
cuatro anos despues de que los
Cruzados evacuaran la costa, los
Mamelucos invadieron la Montana
para dar paro a la autonomia de
aquellos que los cronistas de la epoca
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llamaban los «Kesruanis- y los
«Djorditas-. Vencidos, los invasores
volvieron en 1305 en numero
superior (50.000 hombres) y penet-
raron en la Montana por varios
sitios, saqueando el pais y exter-
minandc muchos habitantes. El Kes-
ruan ¥ «Djord» o bien alta montana,
osca casi todo el Norte libanes, esta-
ban poblados por -Maronitas, Mel-
kitas, Jacobitas, Chiitas venidos de
los llanos de Baalbeck, de Nosairitas
venidos de Addar-.

Los Tannukh

En el centro, la presencia de
familias de emires iba a permitir una
evolucion mas continua y mas seg-
ura. Por el momento, una de esas
familias debe atirar nuestra aten-
cion, es la de los Tannukh., Primero a
causa de su feudo, la ciudad de
Beirut, capital intelectual del
Oriente latino y byzantino y capital
natural del Libano.

Los Tannukh, confinados
primeramente en el Gharb, tenian
que esperar, para poder gobernar
Beirut, la marcha de los Cruzados.
Entre estos ultimos y el Islam inau-
guraron una politica de bascula.
Sobre todo, impidicron las incur-
siones de sus subditos en la ciudad

Laalberga almacen construida po1
Fakhreddin en Saida para el uso
de los negociantes francos

tenida por los Francos, mientras que
correspondian en secreto con el
mundo musulman. Lo cual les valio
de soportar a veces represalias de los
dos lados,

Durante la guerra entre los Tar-
taros y los Mamelucos, los Tannukh
se repartieron entre los dos campos
enemigos «para asegurarse de todas
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definicion siguiente:

«[Una nacion es un alma, un prin-
cipio espiritual. Dos cosas cuales, en
verdad, no son mas que una con-
stituyen ese alma, ese principio
espiritual. Una esta en el pasado, la
otra en el presente. Una es el tener en
comun una valiosa herencia de
recuerdos, la otra es el con-
sentimiento mutuo, el deseo de vivir
juntos,

«El hombre no se improvisa. La
nacion, tal como el hombre, es el
resuliado de un largo pasado de
esfuerzos, de sacrificios y de dedi-
l:ﬂdﬂm-.

Entre los que se dedicaron a la
construcction de la nacion libanesa,
los principes del Libano, y entre ellos
Fakhreddin II Magno, merecen una
mencion muy particular. Aqui pre-
sentamos las grandes lineas de su
epopea.

Como muchas otras partes del
Oriente Medio, el Libano paso, entre
el siglo VII y el siglo XIV, por
muchas pruebas, guerras y ten-
tativas de invasion, debido a los
acontecimientos que occurieron en
aquellos tiempos en esta parte del
mundo. Los mas importantes
fueron, sin duda, la conquista arabe
del Oriente Medio, la ruina de ambos
imperios bizantino y persa, ‘las
cruzadas europeas, las luchas intes-
tinas entre la dinastia de los (Omay-

En una conferencia famosa, el gran escritor e
nistoriador frances Renan ha dado de la nacion la

«Puedese preguntar uno lo que hace una
nacion. La dinastia? Los Estados Unidos Y Suiza
no tienen una y Francia ha renunciado a la suya.
La raza? Tuvo antano una importancia capital

que perdio desde la formacion del imperio
Qmann y e' triun’o del cristianismo, yues la his-

Los fundadores del Libano moderno

DE LOS EMIRES TANNUKH
A FAKHREDDIN II MAGNO

ades y la de los Abasides, la toma del
poder por los Mamelucos en Egypto
y Siria y las luchas constantes gue
oponian sus lideres.

A cada invasion, pueblos enteros
huyeron sus tierras en busca de lug-
ares mas seguros. Algunos encon-
traron refugio en las montanas del
Libano donde vivia un pueblo aguer-
rido y capaz de defenderse.

Munca los conguistadores del
Oriente consiguieron forzar los
habitantes de la montana a some-
terse. Algunos procuraron implan-
tar guarniciones y colonias militares
alrededor o en algunas partes de la
montana con el fin de bloquear sus
accesos ¥y controlar los puntos
estrategicos. Pero cada vez, los
recien venidos terminaban por fun-
dirse en la poblacion indigena, adop-
tar su estilo de vida, sus valores y
considerar €l Libano como su auten-
tica y unica patria.

Asi Hegamos al sigle XIV para
encontrar en el Libano grupos ¥
fragmentos de poblaciones pudien-
dose repartir en dos grandes razas
humanas: los Semitas (Fenicios,
Arameos, Arabes) y los Arianos
(Persas, Mirditas y descendientes de
los Cruzados). A la mezcla de razas
se anadia la de confesiones religiosas
cristianas (Maronitas, Melkitas,
Jacobitas) y musulmanas (Sunnitas,

toria humana es distinta en su escncia de la
zoologia. La lengua? Invita a reunirse pero no
basta para eso; a pesar de tener una lengua
comun, los Estados Unidos separaronse de
Inglaterra y America del Sur de Espana. La relig-
ion? Dominaba antano los grupos sociales; hoy
dia, ha vuelto a ser asunto de opcion individual.
La comunidad de intereses? Un mercado comun
no es una patria. Fronteras naturales? Montanas
y rios a veces separan y a veces reunen.

%

Chiitas, Drusos, Nosairis). Pre-
cisemos gue ningunas de esas con-
fesiones correspondia a una cierta
raza determinada.

Si los primeros Maronitas del
Libano fueron Arameos refugiados,
no podemos negar que su confesion
se propago a traves de los demas
grupos raciales. Todavia se sigue dis-
cutiendo sobre el origen de los
Chiitas. Lo cual guiere decir que,
respecto a los origenes, la cuestion
religion debe ser definitivamente
puesta de lado.

Y debemos precisar que esta
diversidad en los origenes del Libano
no es nada particular de el.

La antiguedad conocio con los
Fenicios mas de uona nacion y
civilizacion florescientes (Asirio-
-Caldeos, Medas ¥ Persas, Egypcios,
Griegos ¥y Romanos). Pero las con-
quistas, los grandes imperios y las
grandes invasiones han demolido
durante numerosos siglos esas viejas
naciones y mezclado los mas diversos
pueblos. Las guerras de religion y las
cruzadas han venido a anadir a la
confusion universal.

Y es pasada la Edad Media que
empezaron a formarse nuevas
naciones, tanto en ¢l Libano como
otras partes, sobre los descombros de

A asl
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palestino no Libano, dizia: «Nao ha
for¢a no mundo capaz de nos tirar
daqui.» Nenhum poder poderia
impedir Israel de manter sua
presente situacao. Sao palavras de
Weizmann, refirindo-se a0 tlerras
reclamadas pelos Palestinos.

Um  estudo publicado pelo
Guardiaes dos Cedros demonstra
com precisao guase matématica a
autoria de agressiao sirio-palestina.
Basta recapitular os titulos daqueles
processos barbaros, dignos de
Gengis-Khan, de Tamerlao, dos
terroristas dos Tempos Modernos:

- O Exodo Libanes de mais de um
milhoé

- A expulsao «manu militaris» dos
civis

- A Massacre da populacao
indefesa (Der Achache, Ayhieh,
Chouf, Houch Barada, Taalabaya,
Zahle, etc)

- A destrucao das aldeias

- 0s camps de conceiracao de Tell
Zaatar

- s sequestros os kdnappings

- A profonagao das igregos.

- 0s bomardeios dos centros
urhanos

- Os attentados contra religiosos e
religiosas

- A queima das bibliotecas

- A destrugcao do patrimonio
cultural e artistico (Museo de Beirut,
Tiro, etc).

- A execugav dos prisoneiros, dos
raptados.
A RERES
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A fumaga nao pode esconder a realidade

- A crucificacao, as torturas ate a
maorte,

Ainda mais, todas as atrocidades,
as repressoés, as perseguigoes que se
pode imaginar. Os crimes dos
Siro-Palestinos siao  incalculaveis,
nio vendo a acabar logo.

Se os Palestinos tomam 2 serio a
recuparacao da terra palestina,
teriam de fazer valer os seus direitos
pelos meios pacificos, pela forca se
eles quiserem, mas nao pelos
procedimentos brutais que eles estao
praticando no Libano. Eles sabem
muito bem, para terem aprendido a
lecao de Tell Za'atar, onde as Forcas
Libanésas destruiram duma véz a
lenda palestina, mais nao deisear de
defender sua terra do Rio Grande do
Norte ate Nakoura no Sul. Yia
imaganamos qgue uma revolugao,
chamada a revolugao palestina esti
convencida de recuperar a sua terra
pelo fato de praticar as violéncias
numa terra que nada é dela e, contra
um PoOvo gue nio é seu.

E fundamental gue os Palestinos se
retirem do Libano, porque os
Libanéses nao querem criar um outro
Israél nesta regiio. A ftragedia
lihanésa que continua silenciosa
desde centenas de anos, através uma
série de desgragas gquase cronicas,
tem que ser resolvida para gue se
possa chegar @ uma solucao pacifica
do problema libanés. E claro demais
que os Arabes sob qualquer

expediente que foi, deiseem de
entre-meter nos «affairs- libanesas.
E una exigéncia ligitima a que
nenhuma nagio digna poderia se
isumir. A ameaga que pesa sobre as
minorias no Oriente Medio, tanto
quanto no Libano como no Israel,
incluse as minorias das seilas
mugulmanas, sio realmente expostas
4 ser assimiladas, ou a ser
aniquiladas. En toco o assunto, o
mais nevralgico, o mais urgente, que
se possa tocar na crise do Oriente
Medio. Nao estou falando das
minorias etnicas , mas daguelas
communidades confessionais,
religiosas. Faco apelo aos intelectiais
05 que condenam a repeticao tragica
dessas mesmas violéncias a  se
reunirem para iranscreverem um
manifesto  protestendo contra as
violencias flagrantes dos direitos
humanos no Libano,

Providéncias necessarias.

Quanto a8 situagao  atual
prevalendo, é obvio gque o Libano,
tomasse as providencias necessarias
para a internaciolosagao  do
problema na toda sua integralidade
humana, politica, economica e
culiural.

Ja que a Forca de Dissuacao nao
cumpriu a suas obligacoes fica aliada
com o agressor palestino. Para que se
possa chegar a uma solugio, é
essencial que os Palestinos, os Sirios,
os Arabes, se retirem do Libano,
condicao sine qua nao para restaurar
# autoridade do Governo, nao
somente no Sul, mas no todo Libano,
Nesse sentido a Resolucao 425 tem
que ser emendida para o bom
andamento do processo de paz no
Libano e no Oriente Medio.

Aindo mais a tragedia libanesa
silenciosa mas palpitante reproduze
maravilbosa e dignemente a lenda
tao querida daquele ave chamado
Phenix, que represente altamente o
misterio da Resurei¢ao do Homen,
seu resurgimento cada véz mais forte
das ruinas.

O perigo € a ideologia subversiva,
mihilista. Ele reside naquéles que
colocam em pratica essa ideologia.
Repito que uma injusfica, se ha
injustiga, nao pode ser reparada por
uma pufira injustica.



nacional, as suas convigoes de
tolerencia, de abertura, de
compreenoao, de liberdade. Isso é, 0
absurdo mesmo, a sonegacio de
principios elementares, a rejeicio
dos direitos individuais e naturais. O
Slogan brando pelos Comunistas,
pelos Palestinos, pelos muculmanos;
«Estamos defendendo» «a arabismo
do Libanos é a chave que diz demais,
com respeito a tal assunto. Neste
contexto pode-se comprender a
invasaosirio ao Libano.

a A Resistencia Lihana_

Ai, a Resistencia libanesa seia de
tornar-se mais valorosa, para jugalar
as exeqoes para, repuhhar as
agressoés, para gravar a pagina mais
brilhante de todas as guerras,
Pode-se chegar dificimente a0
conhecimento como uma punha de
homens, mulheres, mogas, mogos,
advogados, journalistas, medicos, de
todos os meios sociais, movidos pela
fé, pelo amor a terra natal, pelo
naciolismo mais cristalino
consegirem enfrentar as hordas
arabes, palestinas, sirias, egipcias,
iraquianas, libias, yemenitas,
pakistaneses, sudangses, cubanos, os
terroristas de Bader-Meinoff, do
Exercito Vermalho Japones, todos os
iluminados, para poder salvar,
«neste deserto arabe~ esse oasis de
paz, de liberdade, de progresso, que
é o Libano.

O Libano nio assume nenhuma
responsabilidade pelo que aconteceu
aos Palestinos .Desde 1948, o Libano
acolhen os palestinos com bragos
abertos, defendo-os perante a mais
alta tribuna mundial em 1974, Nada
houve que pudesse desagradar aos
Palestinos, aos Arabes. Obrigado
pela forca pelas pressoes arabes, o
Libano, aceitou condicoes
humitiantes: a perca de sua
soberania, de sua independencia, de
sua seguranca, através de uma
dezena de acordos:

Acordo do Cairo, em 1969; de
Melkart, em 1973; de Chtaura, em
1975; de Ryad em 1976; de Cairo, em
1976: de Chtaura, em 1978; de
Baiteddine, em 1978; alem disso, os
acordos bilaterais lavradas enire os
paises vizinhos do Libano e a Frente
da Libertacao da Palestina; daquelas

Mais fogo e destrugaon...,

resolucies de apoio politico e militar,
expedidas na Libia, a5 organisacoes
palestinas, sejam aguélas Frente de
Rejeicao ou da Frente de
Moderacao, e, quanto ordem de
cessar fogo, cajo numero, ascende 76
acordos.

Mais uma pergunta se coloca
agora, a@os juristas de direito
nacional ou de direito internacional.
Embora que esses acordos fossem
considerados pelos palestinos como
um pedaco de papel, jamais foram
aplicados, jamais foram postos em
execugio. Tendo sido impostos ao
Libano, esses acordos contem a
causa de sua destrucio, esta
antinomia irreductivel e irreparavel:
a soberania do estado, e, a da
revolugiao palestina. Uma logica
contraria a Logica. Apesar de ter
perdido a sua raison d'étre apos as
operacoes israelenses no Sul, esses
acordos continuam a ser invocados,
sem ser declarados caducos, ilegais e
nulos.

Para os motivos evidentes a que

pode chegar qualquer homen de bom
senso. Havendo perdido gquatro

guerras, dentro de 30 anos, os
Arabes, os Palestinos incapazes de
atacar a Israel, acharam mais facil de
tomar posse duma terra segura para
estabelecer-se... em bhusca de um
sonho perdido ou na ficcio de
fomentar a revolucao arabe ou
derrotar regimes, hostis a questiao
palestina.

Filosofia do racismo palestino.

Isto é a filosofia do racismo
palestino nascido das privacoes das
divergencias arabes, daguele odio
acumulado contra os Israelitos. Por
ter desertados suas lterras, os
Palestinos térao de ocupar a terra
dos outros. Os Palestinos, de hoje em
dia, estao construindo, pedra por
pedra, o edificio de injusticas, de
violencias, de utopias que muiio
breve desmorene néles, se o Liban
néo o derrobara antes,

O Governo Libanes, o Governo de
Ryad, a Liga Arabe nao tomaram
nenhuma medida para levar os
Palestinos a cumprir a seus deveres.
Ha poucos dias, om refugiado

VY Ll



revisionistas contra tradicionalistas.
Essas declaragoés, esses
comentarios, oriunde da mesma
fonte, reproduzidos pela mass media
mundial, partidaria as vézes, e,
sempre de malfé, e, as vezes, bem
intencionadas, deixaram claras
essas  impressoés compartilhados
pela ONU e pela diplomacia
mundial. Pois, assim, que a verdade
libanesa ficou escondida,
camouflada, distoridida. O agressor
passoua ser agredido; o «bourreau»,
a vitima. Quem foi, na realidade, o
agressor? Quals eram as causas do
conflito?

Nio é justo gue a questiao’
libanésa, uma das mais importantes
da historia contemporanéa
permane¢a tumultuda, agarrada ao
problema do Oriente Medio. Cabe
aos homens que pensam, os libanéses
que se eparpilham nos todos os céus,
usarem de seus meios morais e
materiais para encontrarem a
verdade, para alertar a opiniao
publica, para acusar se for
necessario para tornar publica as
violéncias, as atrocidades cometidas,
de  proposito, palas hordas
palestinas, pelas hordas sirias,numa
sequéencia interrupta contra o povo
libanés, conira as suas institugoes
contra a sua civilisacio distinta.

AR

Fogoe destrut;.ho pﬂ:nentc ao inimigo sirio & Ashrafie

Ja, desde o inicio de deflagracao i
13 de Abril de 1975, indicamos, com
bastante clareza, com bastante
coragem que o inimigo no 1 dopovo
libanes sao os Palestinos, armados,
apoiados pelos arabes, reforcados
pelos  mercenatios mugulmanos,
progressistas, comunistas, para
massacrar o5 donos verdadeiros da
terra, expulsados fora do pais, para
s¢ implantarem no Libano, ou pelo
nemos, usar do pais como uma
plataforma para atacar a Israel, ou
amida mais, torna-lo num «compa de
batalho» ou um foca de subversao e
de terrorismo & nivel mundial. E,
assim, o Libano ficou presso numa
buganga chamada o problema
palestina. Diante, dessa drama
imenso, duas opgoes se apresetaram
ao povo libanés: ou renumciar, ou
combater. As divergencias internas,
o desmantalamento do estado, a
derroba das institucoés legislativas,
executivas, judiciarias, a ruina
economica, financeira, a impotencia
do Governo Central de tomar
posicoes, as exigencias comunistas
tudo isso, contribiu a tornar a
situaciio  mais dramatica. Os
palestinos, os Sirios, os Arabes,
autores indiscutaveis do «Complo»
impediram ao Governo de levar o
caso diante da Liga dos Estados

Arabes, ate negar lhe o direito de
chama: a atencao da Assemblera
Geral das Nacoés Unidas ou do

Conselho de Seguranga.

l‘.}s Guardmu dos Cedros

Uns partidos, os Guardiaés dos
Cedros, animados pelo nationalismo
mais puro, superando as muralhas
de médo, do terrorismo, aceitaram o
desafio, substituido se ao governo
fantasma, tomaram as armas para
defender o patrimonio dos pais; a
terra da cultura, que deu, de fato, os
dois tergos da civilisacio mundial
para salvaguardar os valores de
Jjustica, de paz de liberdade, que
todos os Libanéses amam tanto. A
Resistencia Libanesa, diante desse
novo tipo de imperialismo arabe,

fanatico, racista,  anacronico,
absurdo que tenta de restaurar os
conceitos archaicos

misticos-religosos de Idade Media,
de tornar a maioria nacional
uma minoria de segunda categoria,
privando-a de seus direitos humanos
politicos, culturais, essa resistencia
foi justificado, pelo fato de os
Palestinos terem obrigados os
Libaneses a aceitar conceitos
politicos contrarios a sua identidade



Creio que

ninguém podera recusar se ao
conhecimento da verdade. O
acontecimentos no Libano desagradara a todos
que vieram para praticar as violéncias. Mas a

Até quando
o calvario do Libano

relatorio dos

erdade merece ser exprimida, compreendida,

Pois bem, os Libanéses sho 0s que
vivem para combater, e, os que
combatem para sobreviver. Al esta,
o nosso destino, o drama que
carregamos de pai a filho, desde
milhares de aneos. Para mim, com
para todos os Libaneses seria una

covardia, mais, um crime
imperdoavél ocultar as verdades
esmagadas pelos processos

deformantes das tecnicas modernas
de propaganda, pelo terrorismo
moral e material posto a servico de
grupos fanaticos cujos
ressentimentos  incontrolavelmente
desencadeados vio-se acumular até
explodir numa guerra gue perdura,
ha 8 anos, entre os Palestinos e os
Libanéses de um lado, e, entre os
Sirios e os Libaneses, de outro lado.
Sabe-se que na psicologia, o odio
expulseo o odio, como na économia, a
moeada falsa expulsa a moeda boa,
ou a mercadoria barata amercadoria
de qualidade; isto quer dizer o odio se
transfere dum polo para outro polo.
Ja, que os Palestinos expulsos,
oprimidos, tornaram-se de vitimas
em ~bourreaux», Invés de dirigir as
suas vingangas par com 05 Seus
perseguidores, a5 Palestinos
langaram-as contra o povo libanés
gue, hi 35 anos, lhes oferecia
refugio, trabalho e protecao. Ai esta
o amégo do conflito escondido atris
uma cortina de fumaca que vai
destorcende a  verdade. Nos
noticiaros da imprensa mundial,
estendia-se una voile opaca sobre as
causas da guerra libangs, sobre os

seus antecedentes historicos politicos
€ idologicos.

0 conflito palestino-libanés,
sirig-libanés, arabo-libanés, é, um
conflito de vida ou de morte, um
conflito de ser ou de nfo ser «to be or
not to be» como diria Shakespeare. E
evidente que o problema do Oriente
Medio, iniciando-se como uma luta
palestina-israelense, arrastou todos

os paises arabes, as grandes
superpoténcias, e, vai involvendo o
mundo  inteiro, pelas  suas

implicagoes pliticas, economicas e
estrategicas. Pelo que nos sabemos, a
questao libanésa mergulthado numa
serie de questoes inextricaveis ente
outros, o problema do Oriente

divulgada, por ter o Libano interessante 4 todo
nds, Libanéses ou descendentes de Libanéses
seja qual for a tera onde estamos vivendo, mas
tambem ao mundo civilissado.

Bombardeio sirio sbbre uma posigio de exercito libangs.

Medio, o problema do petroleo, a
guerra irano-iraguiana, a invasao do
Afganistao, a Iuta interminavel
URSS-EU, para encera-la, deve-se
levar a luz, a sua natureza, as suas
caracteristicas as suas dimensoes
culturais, politicas, sociais. Pois, o
destino do Libano estii no balango.

As declaracoes, as interpretacoes,
as justificativas difundidas pela
imprensa arabe, comprada pelos
petro-dolares da Libia, dos paises do
Golfo, propagaram que o conflito no
libano esta um conflito interno,
mugulmanos conira cristoés,
esquerda conira direita,
progressistas contra cmrvadum,[:‘f
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